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PASSING OF MR HEDLEY SOMERVILLE

Hornsby Shire Council acknowledges the passing of one of our great residents, Mr Hedley Somerville,
who was an important member of our community. To many, he will be best known for his successful
operation of Somerville’s Produce Store, which was first established by his grandfather James in
1902. It was a local institution for more than eight decades, passed down through the family until it
finally closed in 1988 upon Hedley’s retirement.
Hedley’s most lasting contribution will always be the two books he wrote, A Taste of Ginger and A Bit
More Ginger. His original intention was to write the story of his family and the Produce Store, but
these were so inextricably linked to Hornsby’s history that the books became much broader in focus
and give one of the best accounts of our community’s growth and development.
Those titles for the books were chosen because Hedley’s father Charles was a boyhood friend of
Jimmy Bancks, who is renowned for creating the iconic Ginger Meggs cartoons. It is widely accepted
that the character of Ginger Meggs was based on Charles Somerville. Our Shire also remembers
Charles as a former president and the longest serving member of Council.
There is a quote from Hedley that is well worth remembering, particularly as our community continues
to move forward and it takes growing effort to maintain our links to our rich history: “Don’t let the past
dictate who you are, but make sure it remains part of who you become.”
Hedley Somerville was an impressive man, who will be greatly missed and fondly remembered.

RECOMMENDATION
THAT Council note the passing of Mr Hedley Somerville and acknowledge his service to the local
community.

The Honourable Cr PHILIP RUDDOCK
Mayor

Attachments:
There are no attachments for this report.
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